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nesiing Baltray side of the Boyne
on the end rho Te¢ stop the mouth of the
gilting up, & wall has been built al right angles to the dunss
This resulied in the build up of a sand bar hehind the wall,
growing in & northerly direction,.
4t zite (A) the substrates consist of fine sand and shells with
of coarser material in certain areas., The sand bar (B) is made
mainly of shells, fine sand and stones up to 75mn. in diameter,
The dune complex is owned by an I.W.C. member living in Dubdlin, wh
shown cecngiderable interest in the conservation of the area,

;
Morningtewn
hittle Targ
Sand
Scale

Tittle Terns - Summary

first Terns wers recorded on May 3rd. and numbers remained very
antil May 28th. when (32) arrived. Most birds startasd to incubais
netween June IOth, and ISth, but were difficult to spot without cau
a disturbance, due tc the distance involved, from the nearest cover
A walk along the sand bar on Jung IIth, indicated that (I2) pairs w
incubating., All nesting pairs bred on this sand bar in IGKA,
An exXamination of the beach at site (A)found it had been coloniged
Sea Beet, (Beta Vulzaris) to such an extent that it would discoursg
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IRISH WILDBIRD CONSERVANCY

LITTLE TERN PROTECTION SCHEME 1985

Instructions Tor Volunteers

{bjects

The objects of this scheme are a) to provide protection from disturbance at

a number of little tern colonies on the east and S.E. coasts of Ireland;

b) to monitor all nesting attempts and causes of failure if known;

¢} to gather baseline data on each coleny for future use in management decisicns.

Methods

Apart from natural hazards such as flooding and predation, human disturbance is

the main threat to breeding little terns. Explanatory signs and fencing will be
erected at a number of vulnerable colonies in an effort to reduce human disturbance.
Volunteer wardens are asked to watch the colonies especially at weekends and

- heliday periods and to explain the reason for the protection scheme to members of

the public., Wardens are alsc asked To monitor nesting attempts and to complets
the daily record forms. Little terms are extremely vulnerable to human
disturbance and are liable to shift sites if unduly disturbed. If left without
disturbance they arve faithful to a chosen site year after year. As this is
the case, emphasis will be on protecting the site rather than researching the

Dirds themselves.

Signs

Card signs on plywood will be provided by the IWC and these will be erected on
poste.: along the fence perimeter at strategic places to discourage the public
from entering the area. Replacement signs and boards will be provided in case

of ioss. The sign contains the words - GROUND NESTING BIRDS PLEASE DO NOT ENTER,
At the end of the nesting period signs will need to be removed and stored for
future use,

Fencing

Fencing will consist of timber posts at 15ft, intervals with a single strand

of nylon wire, Wardens will need to patrol the perimeter paying particular
attention to main access points and where the fence crosses the main beach.

The fence will neeéd to be checked for damage and repaired If necessary.

The fence will need to be positioned at least 100 yards from the nearest nests.
It may be that some sites will be wardened just at weekends so damage could occur
during the week, If at all possible a mid-week check will be helipful; this could
be accomplished on an evening visit. At the end of the nesting pericd fence
posts and wire will need to be removed and stored.

Wardening
z) This will commence soon after the fences and signs are erected and continue

into early July. It is important that their chosen nesting site will be free

of disturbance at the vital period when the birds pair up and prepare for breeding
during early May. By counting adults present at this time an early indication of
colony size will be discovered. Pricrity periods will be at weekends and public
holidays., This year 2 June will be a bank holiday Menday.

As many little terns pest close to the high water mark a special effort will be
needed to monitor the effects of possible flooding by Spring tides. Higher than
normal tides are expeeted on 22-24% May and 21-23 June 19858,
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Explanatory Leaflet

Leaflets will be provided to give to members of the public at the site. This
will help them see the importance of dur project and encourage them tc become
conservation conscicus. It is very important that wardens use a diplomatic
approach to those they meet. Only one little tern nesting site {Raven Point,
Wexford} is within a nature reserve, As we do not own the other sites we
cannct force members of the public to keep out. However, they are breaking the
law if they destroy eggs or chicks by walking on them. Our object is to win
support, not alienate people.

Avoidance of Disturbance by Wardens

As the eggs of little terns are so hard to see and they usually nest 20-307t,
apart excessive disturbance can be a problem if wardens approach individual nests
to record their data. It has been decided that all recording will be asccomplished
at a distance by telescope or bincculars. The emphasis will be on protecting the
nesting site and keeping the birds undisturbed rather than cellecting data on
clutch size, etc. A vantage point needs to be chosen so sitting birds can be
counted without undue disturbance to the colony.

Hides

It may be necessary at some sites To erect a hide toc accomplish the procedura
under note ¢}, This will be decided when the colconies are first visited by the

co—ordinator,

Recording

a)} Daily record sheets should be filled out by the wardens. One copy will be
needed for each day or part of day spent at the site. These should be returned
to the co~ordinator by 15 August at the latest. All records will be kept by the
IWC having been processed for future conservation plans.

b} Human disturbance , give details of how many persons needed to be turned
back from the colony and record what activity they were engaged in. Please note
the time of day.

¢} Species - Basic information

Dates of arrival and departure of little ternms.

Number of breeding pairs present.

Number of nesting attempts - plot on map.

Note the date incubation started.

Number of young fledged.

Number of associated breeding species near to colony.

. {ringed plover, oystercatcher). The success of failure of these.
Give reasons for failure if known.

-

-
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d)  Matural Disturbance Flooding may occur at spring tides. Pleass note time
of high tide and how many nests were destroyed. On sandy sites eggs and chicks
can be buried by wind blown sand. If you believe that this happened please

note in your comments,

e) Predators Note type of predator, the time predation occurred, Did they
take eggs, young or adults? Evidence such as tracks can be noted to identify
unseen predators. If eaten eggs are discovered please keap the shells fer

axamination.

5
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£} Map of Colony An outline map (scale 25" to 1 mile) will be provided to
plot the nests as soon as the birds are seen incubating. They should be marked
with an X in their exact positions as they appear on the beach in relation to
the average high tide mark. The nests will then be given a number on the daily
record sheet. The individual progress of each nest can then be monitored.

g} Recording of Clutch and Brood

As noted already it is not recommended that clutch size should be checked .
From the daily records it will be possible to have a geod idea when the sggs
hatch and then observe how many chicks are present, using binoculars,
Little tern chicks stay in the nest scrape for three or four days so it wi
be possible to record brood size in many cases (sse breeding biology notes

e
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©

h) TFledged Birds Once the nesting season ends it may be possible to

count the number of successfully fledged birds by counting at the tern roosting
sites., Most coleonies will roost together for a while before moving along the
coast and eventually leaving our shores. Please look cut for their rcosting
sites and count the juveniles and adults, List them separately.

Equipment check list -

Large scale maps
Daily record sheets

Pens and pencils

Notebook

Binoculars/telescope

Waterproof clothing

Tent or caravan for shelter if possible,

Local tide tables

List of useful addresses and telephone numbers. eg., 8arda, wardens,
co~ordinaters, IWC Hg., Forest and Wildlife Ranger.
10, Leaflets ’

1l. Supply of spare signs &nd nylon wire

12, Wardens time table,
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Dealing with Awkward People

It is important not to get upset with such people. Remain calm, if they get abusive
and walk away if necessary. If you have evidence that they deliberately damaged
eggs or chicks they are committing an offence by law. HNete everything said and done
in your notebook. HNote their description and try to get their car registration
number. Then contact the local Wildlife Ranger and/or Garda as soon as possible,
Heopefully most people can be won over by a friendly appreach.

Thank you for your participaticon in the project. Please return all completed
18

record sheets and maps to the organiser not later than 18 August 1986,

Ian J. Herbert,
Corville Read, Roscrea, Co Tipperary.



